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The UM-EL-QURA, Mecca, of March 3, 19335 comteains the 
foliowing reyal erder Sage en, wee , Seah — reilway 
concession terms (see Report No. 84 of april S, 1933): 


"We, ey ae dees teehee Eaton tpt” 
Seacudi Arebian our 
feith “n God po gf ey sty Pomona ay ogy Seven 


mendation, with the comnittes’s . “= 
committee representatives ent, we deeree 
the following: : ‘ 


Bf truction eoncession, and 


cons 
me elteration thereef without cur consent. 


“art. II: Gur Minister of Pinance is entrusted with 
the execution of this decree. 


Eseued at Ryadth this 28th Shawel 1551 (February 
23, 1853). . 


(sig) 4b@ul Aziz" 
Herewith are the terms: 


"3 pt edly —83 — 
en exe ve 
ef which all shareholders shall be ; 
— The : ef the will be of Re,5,000,000, 
a xt —9 necessary, divided inte 106,000 
Rs.50/-. 
} During the construction of the railway the heed 


4) The shall reserve a certain number of 


shares by the Government or its subjects. 
"G} This concession shall have a validity of 50 
years. 


6) Reils, rolling stock and so om have all to be of 
the best materials, and modern. 


“7) as the reilwey will be unique, as in Indie, (gic) 
yale, Seiecs” ont wee lig mete We toe 
Jedéa wh » and thet it fit the wharves with 
goods cranes. 
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Company by deduction of five per cent from 
Government's share in the receipts of the 


i 


e 


"9) The construction of the railway shell start 
by the month of Rajed 1552 end should it net 
have started by 1352 (March 1934) 
Government will have the right to cemecel the con- 
eession without remuneration te the Compeny,which 
shall lese all title te the monies provided for 
in Article 8. 


“10) The construction of the railway, to finish, 


ferce majeure, be umable to complete the work 
within the time allotted, it may be fon of 
sufficient cause be showm, gt os tek of * 
net hewever beyond Dulheggia 1354 


*11) a) The Government, in case the —— has to 
traverse any Government-owned land, will contribute 
the necessary portion after reperts by experts. 


b) Showld any such land be privately owned, and 
the Company end rietors unable to reach an 


understanding, rnment will imtervene to 
te settle by a aoe experts to appraise the 
litigated preperty, such appraisal to be enforceable. 


"12) The questions of establishing the width (guage?) 
of the railway, the road bed, the emeunt of space 
fer buildings, stores, telegraph wires and other 
things that may be required, shall be decided in 
their own time by a commission of specialists. 


"13) ‘The stations and the housings for watchmen and 
controllers shall be of a modern style. 


*14) Professionals who cannet be found within the 
country, and those who mst have a knowledge of 


ef doing the work mst be employed...... 


"15) From the date trains start circulating, Govern- 
ment undertakes to stop all automobile traffic 
between Mecea and Jedde except Government vehicles 
end private cars, but if in Rajeb 1354 the construc- 
tion is still unfinished, cars will continue to 
circulate until the end of the pilgrimage season. | 


"16) At the expiry of the concession, the following 
becomes Government prope @ll land on which the 
railway is built, the railway itself, and all 
dependencies thereof such as mildings, machinery 
engines, and other things, the whole to be —— 
in good’ condition. 


"37) The Company shall submit to Government regule- 
| tion 
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regulation, and sheuld any litigious point arise, 
jurisdiction shall belong to the local courts. 


"18) The Company shall reserve in each passenger 
train between Jedda and Mecca a special compart- 
ment for the transport of the post, free of charge. 


"19) The Government's assent to the distinguish— 
ing uniforms the Company will give its employees 
shall be required. 


"20) The Company garantees the departure, both from 
Jedda to Mecea and from Mecca to Jedda, of at least 
one train eve twenty-four hours, the schedule to 
be determined consultation with Government. 
Should these two trains prove insufficient for the 
quick transport of goods and passengers, the 
Company undertakes to provide further trains. 


"21) The accounts, the passenger tickets, the rela- 
tions and correspondence with the Government, and 
so on, will all be public and in Arabic. 


"22) The Administrative Council of the Company 
shall be composed of members of whom the Government 
representative and Hejazi shareholders shalk choose 
one-half, and of whom other shareholders may choose 
the remainder. Not more than one Government 
— shall be chosen for the first half of the 
Council. 


23) Compeny instructions regarding administration, 
freight or passenger rates, traffic, employment con- 
ditioms and other rules, shall require Government's 
assent before becoming effective. 


"24) Passenger carriages shall have the necessary 
installations for hygiene and comfort, and shall 
be subject to Government inspection. 


"25) The Company must establish the clearest rules 
regarding the conditions under which sales or 
purchases of the shares may be made in world 
markets so that such shares shall be held by 
Muslims only and shall never fall into the hands 
cf non-Muslims. Shares shall be offered for sale 
first within the country (Hejaz-Nejd) and if some 
4 unseld they may be sold abroad, to Muslims 
only. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





BUREAU OF INDEXES AND ARCHIVES 


The Jeéée-Meeea railway has been treated in the Consulate’s 
reports Hes. 64 ani S36 of April 5 and 10, 19353. Suffiee it te 
eay that reliable persons heve bees unable to visualise any 
prefit whatever in the enterprise if it is undertaken under the 
ecnditions ef the concession. Only, they say, an extraordinarily 
large pilgrimages, such as has not been soon for years, would leave 
4% with a prefit. The goverument’s object, therefere, would 
eppear te be merely te eneash the original price of the ecm 
eeasien. As for the King’s agreement to forbid automobile traffie 
fer hire between the two cities emcee the railway is ineugureted, 
Jeééa Giplematiec observers appear to be sceptical. 

The mineral concesestens reported granted or about to be grentéd 

to 
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Construction of the Djeddah-Medina-Mecca railway. 
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British demand of Saudi Arabia that the Mecoa-Damasocus railway 
be built in return for supplying Saudi Arabia with arms 
and ammunition. 
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* — Palestine Government has recently decided to return to the 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


BUREAU OF INDEXES AND ARCHIVES 


LAND FOR THE HEDJAZ RAILWAY The Palestine Government 

has recently decided to 
return to the control of the Hedjaz Railway an area of land 
in Haifa. It is thought that this decision was due to 
representations made by Fuad Hamga, the Foreign Minister 
of Ibn Saud, when he recently visited Jerusalem in connec- 
tion with the treaty betweon Transjordan and Saudi Arabia. 
Doar Hayom, September 2, 


THE NEW CHIEF RABBI Reeently Rabbi Dughinski 
was installed as the new 
Chief Rabbi of the Agudath Israel, the extreme Orthodox 
Jewish party. A few days after his installment the Chief 
Rabbi called upon the High Commissioner and expressed to 
him his party's desire to essist in every way to maintain 
peace in the country. 


Doar Hayom, September 1. 
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REGARDING: Hejas Railway -- Saudi Arabia, 
Ibn Send hopes to reconstruct the --, which was destroyed 
during the War and the Arab Revolution against the Turks, 
and intends to invite the counsel and cooperation of 
representatives from England and France to determine joint 
interests in the railway. 
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Hed jaz Railways. 


Conferenee of representatives of British, French and Hedjaz 
Government will meet in Haifa on October 10 to discuss -; 
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Proposed conference on the Hedjaz Railway to be held October 10. 
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Yuet Bey Hemua, the Hedjaz Under- 
Seeretary for Foreign Affairs, 
ba has been ordered by his Government to 

elf inte touch with the Syrien and Palestine authorities 

7 oan Of the ô the Meigen 

! ay whieh will be held on October 10 in Haifa. 

L Tt is further announced that King Ibn Saud intends to extend 
this line to Mesen and Jeddah, 


















Palestine Post, september 4, 1986 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


867n.9111/156 Report #193 
SS 


From Jerusalem 0 (Brent) pare __0ct-18, 1935 
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Proposed resumption of Hedjaz Railway service between Damascus 
and Medina. 
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LCIMAOGs 


LEAGUE ADOPTS The Couneil of the League of 
of MANBUTES 

Nations has adopted without 
diseussion the report of the twenty-seventh session of the Per- 
manent Mandates Comission. 

The report expressed satisfaction that Palestine continues to 
enjoy favorable economic and financial conditions and requested 
detailed information from the Mandatory Péwer on a number of points. 

Palestine Post, September 16,1935 


The report particulerly reeommended that the League Assembly 
should study the question as to whether states, such as Japan, 
whieh hed resigned their membership at Geneva, should have the 
seme treding rights in Mandated territories as menber-States. 

Palestine Post, September 19,1955 


HEDJAZ RAILWAY | ) The resumption of the Hedjaz 
Reilway service between 
Damasous ené Medina, abandoned when the late Colonel Lawrence and 
his tribemmen wrecked the permanent way in many places during the 
War, has been discussed at a conference of British, French and 
Seudi-avabien representatives at Jeddah, it is reported. 

The lime is still destroyed in a number of places, and it was 
resolved te summon a conference of technical experts at Haifa on 
Oeteber 10 te deal with repairs and other questions aricing from 
the passage of the line through Saudi territory, 

The Saudi-Arabion Government has agreed to take part in the 
conference but has reserved its attitude towards the question of 
ownership of the section passing through its territory. 

Palestine Post, September 24,1955 
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TO NAME 1—1187 eve 


REGARDING: 
Decision at recent Hedjaz railway conference in Haifa to rebuild 


the track from Maan to Medina.Governments of Hedjaz, Syria, 
Palestine and Trans-Jordan will share in the cost. 
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Proposed construction of the Hedjaz Railway. Cost will be shared 
by Hedjez, Palestine,Syria and Trans-Jorden. 
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— — The Hedjaz Railway Conference 


whieh was recently held in 
Maifa has decided that this railway should be reconstructed. 
The Official Gazette of the Hedjax Gevermment aimounces that 
— q traffic over this road will begin within a year and that at first 
— —— 
8 The part of the railway line which lies in Syria and Palestine 
we im a satisfactory condition, while that part which passes 
V Hod jen (YOU Kileustven) must bo recen- 
structed, All the tracks anf also the railway stations will be 
vepaired, These repaire will take about nine months, At the 
time/ 


Chas of the Genference it was inpeceible te obtain a clear picture 
of the state of the Hedjazs line so that the exact costs of repair 
were not determined. | 

The four interested countries - Syria, Palestine, Tran- 
JorG@en and Hedjaz ~- have been asked to reise on initial fund of 
LP.200,000 in order to begin work on the railroad. 

Since that part of the railway which is in a state of ruin 
ifes in Hedjaz and Trane-Jordan ané since these countries are 
also most interested in the renewal of the traffie to Mecca, 
these two Governments should undertake the construction of the 
reilway line within their borders. For this reason it is of 
interest to know to what extent the Palestine Government will 
partigipate im the repair of the railway in Trens-Joréen and 
Hodjes and whether the Palestine Government intends to crant 
eiditional “eredite” to Trans-Jorden for this purpose. 
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REGARDING: Rep@ir of the Hedjag Railway between Maan in Transjordan 
and Medina, ; ° 
Syrian Parliament has voted 270,000 Syrian pounds toward the 
-- and King Ibn Saoud has appropriated 2 30,000 for same purpose, 
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